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Kathleen Boeldey 


Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-captioned patent application as follows: 

In the Claims 

Please cancel claim I, and add new claims 42-61 as follows: 
42. (New) A surgical snare instrument, comprising: 
an elongate flexible tubular sheath; 

a flexible shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheath, the shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end; 

a snare coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 


a first handle coupled to the shaft, the first handle including a body and a knob, wherein 
rotation of the knob results in rotation of the shaft; and 
a second handle coupled to the shaft. 

43. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 42, further 
comprising a tubular sheath extension coupling the first handle to the second handle. 

44. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 43, wherein the 
knob further comprises a bore and wherein the shaft extends through the bore. 

45. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 44, wherein the 
bore has a non-circular cross section. 

46. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 45, wherein the 
shaft further comprises a key portion provided with a non-circular cross section engageable with 
the non-circular cross section of the bore. 

47. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 42, further 
comprising mounting means for mounting the first handle to an endoscope such that the shaft 
extends through a working channel of the endoscope. 


48. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 47, wherein the 
mounting means is adapted to adjustably fix the distal end of the sheath relative to a distal end of 
the endoscope. 

49. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 42, further 
comprising means for providing a cautery current to the shaft. 

50. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 42, wherein the 
second handle further comprises a stationary member and a spool member slidable relative to the 
stationary member, and wherein shding the spool member results in longitudinal movement of 
the shaft. 

51. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 50, the first handle 
is located distal of the second handle. 

52. (New) A surgical snare instrument, comprising: 
an elongate flexible tubular sheath; 

a flexible shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheath, the shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end; 

a snare coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 

a first handle coupled to the shaft, the first handle including a body and a knob, wherein 
rotation of the knob results in rotation of the shaft; and 


a second handle coupled to the shaft, the second handle including a stationary member 
and a spool member sUdable relative to the stationary member, wherein sliding the spool 
member results in longitudinal movement of the shaft. 

53. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 52, ftirther 
comprising a tubular sheath extension coupling the first handle to the second handle. 

54. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 53, wherein the 
knob ftirther comprises a bore and wherein the shaft extends through the bore. 

55. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 54, wherein the 
bore has a non-circular cross section. 

56. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 55, wherein the 
shaft ftirther comprises a key portion provided with a non-circular cross section engageable with 
the non-circular cross section of the bore. 

57. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 52, ftirther 
comprising mounting means for mounting the first handle to an endoscope such that the shaft 
extends through a working channel of the endoscope. 


58. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 57, wherein the 
mounting means is adapted to adjustably fix the distal end of the sheath relative to a distal end of 
the endoscope. 

59. (New) The surgical snare instrument in accordance with claim 52, fiirther 
comprising means for providing a cautery current to the shaft. 

60. (New) A surgical snare instrument, comprising: 
an elongate flexible tubular sheath; 

a flexible shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheath, the shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end; 

a snare coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 

a first handle coupled to the shaft, the first handle including a body and a knob, wherein 
rotation of the knob results in rotation of the shaft; 

a second handle coupled to the shaft, the second handle including a stationary member 
and a spool member slidable relative to the stationary member, wherein shding the spool 
member results in longitudinal movement of the shaft; and 

a tubular sheath extension coupling the first handle to the second handle. 

61. (New) A surgical snare instrument, comprising: 
an elongate flexible tubular sheath; 

a flexible shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheath, the shaft having a 
proximal end, a distal end, and a key portion; 


a snare coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 

a first handle coupled to the shaft, the first handle including a body and a knob having a 
central bore engageable with the key portion of the shaft, wherein rotation of the knob results in 
rotation of the shaft; 

a second handle coupled to the shaft, the second handle including a stationary member 
and a spool member slidable relative to the stationary member, wherein sliding the spool 
member results in longitudinal movement of the shaft; and 

a tubular sheath extension coupling the first handle to the second handle. 


REMARKS 

Applicants request that this Preliminary Amendment be made of record and fiilly 
considered prior to the first office action on the merits. Any inquiry regarding this matter may be 
directed to the undersigned representative at (612) 677-9050. 


Date: 


Respectfully submitted, 
Kevin W. Smith 
By his Atomey, 



David M. CtomptoiVReg. No. 3^,772 
CROMPTON, SEAGER & TUFTE, LLC 
33 1 Second Avenue South, Suite 895 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-2246 
Telephone: (612) 677-9050 
Facsimile: (612) 359-9349 
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Serial No. Unknown 

Version with Markings to Show Changes Made 

In the Claims: 

Claim 1 has been cancelled. 
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